The role of oral microorganisms in cancer therapy.
It has been assumed that the principal changes that occur in the oral flora during cancer therapy are yeast and gram-positive coccal proliferation. Recent studies have shown that treatment with topical antifungals or disinfectants has failed to relieve such complications as irradiation mucositis that occur during anticancer therapy. Thus, many of the oral lesions observed during treatment are not due to candidiasis or streptococcal infection. It has been shown that anticancer therapy impairs or reduces the carriage defense of the oropharynx and is accompanied by colonization and proliferation of gram-negative bacilli. It is argued that if oral infectious complications are to be prevented during anticancer therapy, then the selective elimination of gram-negative bacilli may be indicated.